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VVheels
Nords and music by Chris Hillman and" Gram Porsons

"WHEEL5" APPEARED oN the Flying Burrito Brorhers' 1969 debut, Ihe
Gilded Palace of Sin. Over the years, Dwight Yoakam, Fete Yom, Emmylou
Harris, Steve Earle, and maay others have recorded their own versions.

The original recording of 'Wheels" (featuring Gram Parsons and Chris
Hillman on gqitars and vocals) is a lush affai4 with many guitars layered
on top of each othe! but the most prominent rhythm guitar plays out of
E position with a capo on the third fret. This part doesn't enrer until the
first verse, so we've inciuded the chords played by the electric guitar dur-
ing the intro so you can play the song from the beginning. During the
verses, the acoustic part often quickly moves through a D chord while
the bass plays a pedai E note underneath. The D,/E chord shape shown
below allows you to sound like the recording by giving you the compos-
ite of the bass and guitar pans together. To play this shape, damp the
fourth and fifth srings with your lirde finger (or fret the top three srrings

with your middle, ring, and little fingers and
damp the strings with your index finger). If
you find this difficult, try rhe alternare sfrum
pattern, where you play the bass note and let
it ring throughout ttre measure while you srnrm
the top three strings of the chord. At the end
of the verse and during the instrumental, rhe
guitar slides that D shape up two frets to form
a second version of the E chord, and you can
srmm this E variation the same way as you do
the D,zE shape. When Hillman and Herb
Pedersen perform the song live, they often play
the song in G position -5fi#ffiuBRoG*
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lntro

Clm 87 E Bz

E D/EA E

We've all got wheels to take ourselves away

C[m

We've got telephones to say what we can't say

ED/E A E

We've all got higher and higher every day

AEBE{2)
Come on, wheels, take this boy a\,vay

Bridge

CtmB E C$mB A
We?e not afrald to ride, we're not afraid t0 die

EAE
So come on, wheels, take me home today

AEBE
Come on, wheels, take this boy away
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Strum Pattern Alternate Strum Pattern
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2. Now when I feel my time is almost up

CfimBA
And destiny is in my right hand

EDIEA E

l'li turn to him who made my faith so strong

AEB
Come on, wheels, make this boy a man

Repeat Bridge

AEBE
Come on, wheels, take this boy away
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